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December 21, 2023 
 
 
Sent via email to ARAapprovals@ontario.ca 
 
Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry 
Integrated Aggregates Operation Section 
300 Water Street, 4th Floor South 
Peterborough, ON  K9J 3C7 
 
Attention: Katie O’Connell 
  Aggregate Resources Manager 
 
Dear Ms. O’Connell: 
 
Re: Site Plan Amendment Application – Miller Turcotte Pit, License No. 15498 
 Part Lots 7 and 8, Concession 7, Town of Petawawa, County of Renfrew 
 SBA File No.: P/N 11-2456  

 
On behalf of our client, Miller Paving Ltd. (Miller), please find enclosed an application for a Site Plan 
Amendment for the Miller Turcotte Pit, License No. 15498. The primary purpose of the amendment 
is to permit the extraction of the lowest lift of material on the site, which is below the water table, 
and to lower the maximum depth of extraction. 

1.0 Background 

The original Site Plan for this license was prepared by The Base Mapping Co., and the site 
was licensed by MNRF in August 2004. A licence transfer application was accepted by MNRF 
in January 2019 to change the licensee’s name from Smith Construction Company Arnprior 
Limited to Miller Group Inc. (an internal corporate name change). Skelton Brumwell & 
Associates (SBA) undertook a Site Plan Amendment on behalf of Miller, accepted by MNRF 
on January 21, 2019, to remove wash ponds from the Existing Features Plan, change the 
date for required rehabilitation of the southern setback adjacent to the wetland, and 
change the licensee’s name in accordance with the licence transfer to Miller Group Inc. 
 
The licensed area is about 41.10 ha, and the approved extraction area is about 25.0 ha. 
Black Bay Creek is located along the southern licensed boundary, flowing generally from 
northwest to southeast, and buffered by a wetland on either side. The water table is noted 
on the Site Plan to be at an elevation of 144 masl determined by the water level of Black Bay 
Creek. 
 
The Operational Plan notes that the site will be operated in one (1) phase with two (2) lifts 
and an “optional third lift”. Lift 1 is to be extracted to an approximate elevation of 156 masl 
and Lift 2 is to be extracted to an elevation no deeper than 1.5 metres above the water 
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table. The optional third lift is noted to be below water, and to a depth of 142 masl. The 
third lift is not permitted without MNRF approval. 

2.0 Proposed Site Plan Amendment Application – Extraction Below Water 

Based on the current requirements of the Site Plan, Miller is seeking permission to extract 
Lift 3 below the water table and to lower the final depth of extraction to 131.0 masl. The 
maximum water table elevation has been studied by GRI Inc. and is found to be at an 
elevation of 145.0 masl.  

 
Some minor items are being revised as part of this amendment as well, including updating 
technical and/or MNRF references, re–creating the existing cross–section to reflect the 
proposed extraction, adding additional geological details based on the findings of the 
Hydrogeological Report, updating the Limit of Extraction and wetland boundaries based on 
technical recommendations and a future common boundary agreement for extraction of 
the west licensed boundary, and adding technical recommendations from the studies 
prepared in support of the proposed amendment. 

2.1 Description and Explanation of Amendments 

# Description of 
Proposed Amendment 

Location Reason for Request 

1 Add permission to 
extract Lift 3 

Drawings 2, 3, 
4 and 5 

The Site Plan notes that permission is required 
from MNRF in order to extract Lift 3 (below water).  

2 Revise maximum 
depth of extraction 

Drawings 2, 3, 
4 and 5 

The Hydrogeological Assessment identified 
marketable aggregate down to a maximum depth 
of 131.0 masl. 

3 Updated Maximum 
Predicted Water Table 

Drawings 2, 3 
and 5 

The Hydrogeological Assessment provided an 
updated Maximum Predicted Water Table of 145.0 
masl which is at a higher elevation than identified 
on the original Site Plan. 

4 Revised Rehabilitation 
Plan to incorporate 
geological findings 
from Hydrogeological 
Report 

Drawing 4 Hydrogeological Report identified bedrock ridge 
transecting the licenced property with 
approximate, inferred geometry that results in 
modified Rehabilitation Plan. 

5 New Drawing 5 added 
for cross-sections and 
Technical 
Recommendations 

All Drawings 
(re-numbered) 

Additional paper space needed to accommodate 
Technical Recommendations in support of below 
water extraction. 

6 Updated Limit of 
Extraction and 
wetland boundaries 

All Drawings Updated Natural Environment Assessment 
provided an updated boundary for the wetland. 
Limit of Extraction was updated to maintain the 
30-metre buffer from the wetland. Also allowed 
for extraction of common boundary on west side 
of site if agreement is reached with adjacent 
licensee. 
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# Description of 
Proposed Amendment 

Location Reason for Request 

7 Add direction of below 
water extraction  

Drawing 3 Below water extraction must begin in the 
northwest corner and proceed in a southeasterly 
direction for operational functionality. 

8 Override of 
Regulations  

Drawing 3 – 

New Override 
note. 

Override of Regulations to allow extraction of 
common setback on west boundary of site.  

2.2 Site Plan 

The proposed changes to the Site Plan (plan view and notes) have been shown in red on the 
enclosed drawings. All drawings forming the Site Plan for this license are impacted by the 
proposed changes. 

3.0 Technical Reports 

As outlined in the Aggregate Resources of Ontario: Amendment Standards (August 2020), an 
amendment to lower the depth of extraction in an area of a license that does not allow 
extraction below the water table is to be accompanied by the following documents: 

 

 Hydrogeological Assessment; 

 Natural Environment Assessment; 

 Planning and Land Use Considerations; and, 

 Source Water Considerations. 
 

In support of the amendment application, a Hydrogeological Assessment report, consisting 
of a Level 1 and 2 Water Report and Maximum Predicted Water Table Report, have been 
prepared by GRI Inc. The report by GRI Inc. also addresses Source Water Considerations. In 
addition, a Natural Environment Assessment has been prepared by Roots Environmental. 
Each of these reports is included with this application. 

 
Planning and Land Use Considerations were reviewed by staff from Skelton Brumwell & 
Associates (SBA), and are summarized below: 

3.1 Planning and Land Use Considerations 

The subject lands fall within the planning jurisdiction of the County of Renfrew and the 
Town of Petawawa. The property is designated as ‘Mineral Aggregate’ on Schedule A in the 
County of Renfrew Official Plan. As per the County Official Plan, mineral aggregate uses are 
permitted within the ‘Mineral Aggregate’ designated areas provided they meet the 
requirements of the Official Plan, and provided that the appropriate zoning is in place. 
 
The Town of Petawawa designated the subject lands as ‘Mineral Aggregate’. The subject 
lands are zoned ‘Extractive Industrial – Exception one’ (EM-E1) on the Town of Petawawa 
Zoning By-law Map 4. Additionally, a Provincially Significant Wetland is located along the 
south boundary of the licenced pit. The Black Bay Creek runs through the middle of this 
wetland. According to the Town of Petawawa Zoning By-law 456/07, the permitted uses 
within the Extractive Industrial zone are: 
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 Concrete manufacturing plan 

 Extractive industrial facility 

 Forestry 

 Gravel pit 

 Limited farm 

 Quarry 
 
Extractive Industrial – Exception One (EM-E1) zone permits an asphalt manufacturing plant 
to be a permitted use.  
 
Lands surrounding the site are zoned as ‘Residential’, ‘Rural’, ‘Provincially Significant 
Wetland’, and ‘Extractive Industrial (EM-E2)’ in the Town of Petawawa Zoning By-law. 
 
Development and site alteration shall not be permitted within the Provincially Significant 
Wetland. Development and site alteration may be permitted on adjacent lands (within 120 
m of the natural feature), if it has been demonstrated that it will not negatively impact the 
natural feature or its ecological function. The area of extraction of the licenced pit is located 
outside the Provincially Significant Wetland and provides a 30 m buffer. The proposed Site 
Plan Amendment will not change the current approved buffers to this natural feature. 
 
There are no policies within the County of Renfrew Official Plan or the Town of Petawawa 
Official Plan and Zoning By-law that impose restrictions on the depth of aggregate 
extraction. In addition, the proposed extraction below the water table within the licenced 
pit, does not impact any currently approved setbacks or buffers. 
 
No Official Plan or Zoning By-law Amendments are required and approval of the proposed 
Turcotte Pit Plan Amendment to lower the depth of extraction conforms with the Country of 
Renfrew official Plan, the Town of Petawawa Official Plan, and the Town of Petawawa 
Zoning By-law. 

4.0 Fees 

As the proposed amendment would be considered a major amendment, based on current 
ARA policy a fee of $500.00 has been provided by mail to MNRF. 

5.0 Conclusion 

Miller Paving Ltd. is applying for an amendment to permit extraction below the water table 
and to lower the maximum depth of extraction at their existing licensed site. The Site Plan 
has been revised in accordance with the technical reports prepared in accordance with the 
Aggregate Resources of Ontario: Amendment Standards (August 2020), and each study 
demonstrates that extraction can proceed below the water table with no impact to surface 
water, ground water, or the natural environment.  

 
We trust that the enclosed information meets with MNRF’s approval, and we look forward to 
working with staff towards approval of this application. Please do not hesitate to contact us if you 
have any questions. 
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Yours truly, 
Skelton, Brumwell & Associates Inc. 
Per:       Per: 

   
Matt Bertram, P. Eng.     Kristen Hinde, P. Eng. 
Senior Project Engineer     Project Engineer 
     
MJB/KAH/slg 
 
cc: Ken Zimmerman, Miller Paving Ltd. (by email) 
 Mitchell Lett, Miller Paving Ltd. (by email) 
 
C-23-407 
Encl. 
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